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Goals of City Planning?

● To create a balanced and sustainable City

● Enable new housing for graduates, families, 
and senior citizens

● Reserve lands for future schools, roads, open 
space, and parks

● Reserve land for new industry, stores, and other 
businesses (live here, work here)



  

Goals of City Planning? 
(cont’d)

● Ensure that all new development is compatible 
with its neighbors

● Protect nearby agriculture, the environment, 
and endangered species

● Maintain a sense of Morgan Hill’s history 
(Granada, Grange, …)

● Ensure that development will not financially 
burden the City
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Who Does What?

The City Council:
● Sets goals for amount & type of growth 

(General Plan, zoning codes)
● Provides final approval (or disapproval) of 

projects
● Resolves appeals of Commission actions 



  

Who Does What? (cont’d)

The Planning Commission:
● Reviews professional planning 

staff actions
● Provides detailed analyses and 

recommendations about traffic 
and environmental studies

● Reviews and approves or 
denies requests for deviations 
or changes to plans and zoning

● Conducts project hearings, 
selects best housing projects 



  

Who Does What? (cont’d)

Professional planning staff:
● Work with developers on their 

projects
● Provide recommendations and 

reports to Planning Commission
● Maintain General Plan and Zoning 

codes

The Building department:
● Inspects projects to ensure they meet 

approved plans and building codes



  

Morgan Hill Planning Challenges
Past, Present, & Future

● Out of control residential growth
● Creating a beautiful and vibrant downtown
● Meeting State requirements for lower cost 

housing
– New challenge! What types and where?

● High speed rail
– New challenge: How to fix noise and road 

congestion?
● Large new projects (Target center phase 2)
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